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The Scribed Line 

    
Message from the President: 
Straight eye for the modeling guy (or gal) 
 
 On Monday I was late for work and in the darkness I 
grabbed the first shirt I found in the drawer.  As I ran out of 
the house I caught a glimpse of myself in the mirror ( no, 
the mirror did not break) and there on the front of the shirt 
was a large, old  paint stain….I rushed back, quickly 
changed and left for work 
  Driving to work, I told myself that, once I was back home I 
would check on my other clothes….what a surprise that 
turned out to be…. 
  I have this bad habit that when I get home I wander off to 
the basement for a quick check on the latest project, or to 
open a box and whittle away at a sprue, or paint a part or 
two. Trouble is….as part of my habit I tend to wipe what 
ever is on my hands on the nearest item of clothing.  
  I am now the proud owner of a dozen shirts and 5 pairs of 
trousers that are officially termed… “Hobby gear” 
  I may not be the best modeler in the club….but I could lay 
claim to being the best dressed….It could start a whole new 
line of awards at shows….”best dressed 1/48th axis single 
prop modeler…”best color combo…armor”  Better yet 
combine my wardrobe with the Airfix kits I build and we 
have “The Gap award” 
   

On one pair of trousers I can track how I experimented and 
mixed colors until I got just the right shade of brown and 
gray…trouble is…the trousers were a Christmas present 
from Janette. Now, when I am getting ready to go out and I 
get asked by “she who will be obeyed” to “wear those nice 
trousers I brought you” I have to make some feeble excuse 
about how the dogs ripped them…or they are at the 
cleaners (again). 
  I don’t really want to have to wear coveralls to enjoy my 
hobby, but the way I am ruining my clothes it may well call 
for drastic measures… 
  This month we kick off the show season and I am looking 
forward to the Seattle trip. See at the show and at the next 
meeting…if I have anything to wear…do these trousers 
make my butt look big….??     Tony 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More February contest photos 
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The earth, the moon and the cars showed up this month! 

               
   
  
Dana Geraths came visiting from Salem and took home First Place for the March monthly contest.  Dana started with the old 1/48th 
Monogram kit, but ended up rebuilding 80% of the kit to make it more accurate.  Bob Windus brought in his latest completion and took 
2nd place with this nicely done Eduard P-39Q Airacobra.  Congratulations to both! 
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Third Place went to John Lee’s 1/144th C-47.  This is the 
Minicraft kit and John did a very nice job with the subtle 2-
tone green camouflage job.  

 

 
Dick Henderson made quick work of the recently released 
1/48th Czech Models Grumman Goose.   A few struggle with 
the limited run kit but it looks great ! 

 
Seen here last month, Mike Howard’s 1/32nd Hasegawa Bf-
109G14 still had some flat coat drying when it was placed on 
the “In process” display section.  The tulip nose decals were a 
challenge, but laid down quite nicely with enough decal 
solvent. 

 

Another “In process” update : Brian Yee’s 1/72nd 
Revell/Promodeler  Do-217 kit is closing in on the painting 
stages.  Brian is hoping for completion prior to the upcoming 
Seattle show.  Lookin’ good ……… 

 
Here’s another view of Dana’s great looking LEM (Lunar 
Excursion Module).  Lots of research helped correct many 
missing or inaccurate details.  Very nice ! 

 
Ed Siebold got these nice looking diecast cars as great 
bargains with the recent closing of some local K-B toy stores.  
Ed also displayed an original (still in the shrinkwrap) Aurora 
Halberstad kit that was given to him at Christmas.  A nice bit 
of nostalgia and a great collectors item.  

 

Photos courtesy of John Lee 
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Name That “Thing” 
 

Here’s the mystery “thing” from March : 

 

 
 

Camionetta 42 Sahariana AS 42 
  
An unusual but highly successful vehicle derived from the 
AB 41 with some improved features as found in the AB43. 
Primarily a reconnaissance vehicle designed for operations 
in North Africa, this car would see service in a variety of 
other roles including pursuit of raiding parties and behind 
the line operations. The vehicle was commonly known as 
La Sahariana and was equipped with a variety of armament 
ranging from 20mm AA guns, 13.2 heavy machine guns, 
20mm Solothurn anti-tank guns, to finally a 37mm anti-tank 
gun. Local improvisions occurred as well. This vehicle was 
used by RSI paratrooper elements after the Italian 
surrender. (Editors note : I thought it was a pregnant 
Kubelwagen when I first saw it  !) 
 

Specifications 

Crew 2 - 3 (depending on the mission) 

Weight 4 tons 

Length 18' 10" 

Width 7' 

Height 6' 

Range 800 km 

Armament Varied 

Now for the April “Thing” 
Here’s one for the civil aviation fans amongst us.  Good luck ! 

 

 

 
Can you name that “Thing” ?? 

A description of the “Mystery Things” will be posted in next 
month’s newsletter.    If anyone out there has anything you’d 
like this to contribute, please forward it to me (Mike Howard) 
by e-mail: ohms_sec@yahoo.com 

 

Classifieds 
From John Lee :  
 
I have three of Steve Ginter’s Naval Aviation books #63 
the JRL Goose for $12.00 each ($17.95 MSRP) Contact 
me at my email address (MODELMAN@xprt.net) or 
(503) 254-8761. I will be taking them to Seattle. 
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Notes from the Typist 

The Pre-Contest/Show Scramble 
  With the Seattle Spring Show now just around the corner 
(April 17th), I find I’ve actually been able to rein in some of 
my usual wanderings amongst 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 (you get the 
idea) kits at the same time and have actually narrowed my 
focus down to just 3 items that I’m hoping to finish in time for 
the show.  You’ve seen some progress on my 1/32nd scale     
Bf-109G14 over the last couple of meetings and it’s actually 
ready for the final few bits (radio aerial, canopy, etc) to be 
added.  This is where things tend to go haywire for me !  Case 
in point : I glued the leading edge slats and a few other small 
bits onto the plane with super glue and, of course, left a few 
small spots of glue visible (those little shiny dots).  Sounds 
like any easy fix : a quick spray over with some dull coat, 
right ?  Well …… just remember that if you spray metallizers 
in your airbrush, be sure to scrub it really well before you 
shoot any lacquer thinner diluted dull coat through it !  This is 
the first time I’ve seen a metal flake RLM74/75 camo job on a 
German aircraft !   There was just enough metallic residue in 
the airbrush to give the otherwise kinda boring camo job a 
little sparkle.  Since I noticed this wonderful effect prior to 
spraying over a large area, this too should be an easy fix, but 
in saying that I’ve proably doomed myself once more. 

  The second kit, the 1/48th Esci Hs-129 that I built for the 
2003 OHMS Challenge will be getting a vacuformed canopy 
and, if time allows, a winter camo job.  Now, if you’re like 
me, buying a single set of vacuform canopies is an iffy 
proposition as I tend to be a little heavy handed with the 
cutting tools.  Surprisingly, the first canopy was cut cleanly on 
the first try, edges sanded down nicely and the dip in Future 
came out particle free.  The problem arises in that I now have 
no idea where this perfect little vac canopy (a definite first for 
me) has gone.  Nor can I find it’s partner that came in the 
package with it.  Fortunately Bridgetown had a spare set on 
the rack and these are now on my workbench cringing at the 
thought of what evil fate awaits them. 

  Lastly, but not leastly (is that a real word ?) is a 1/48th 
Hasegawa F-104C that’s being converted to a JF-104 test bed 
aircraft.  One of my all time favorite versions of the 
Starfighter ! This one has been lingering on the shelf since my 
first try with Alcad II failed and it had to be completely 
stripped.  The actual aircraft had a very highly polished natural 
metal finish with dayglo orange wingtips, nose and tail.  A 
very catching color scheme to say the least.  Since the paint 
stripping, this one has had a new set of wings donated to it 
from another kit and some additional seam and touch-up work.  
The plastic has been polished to a highly reflective sheen and 
it now sits waiting for another spraying of SNJ metallizer 

paint.  Hopefully that will take place in the very near future 
AFTER I scrub the dull coat and RLM74/75 completely out of 
the airbrush !!  Wait, did the U.S. ever use any RLM colors on 
their Starfighters ?  If so, I might just be able to save myself a 
little time …..                      Mike 

WWWeb Site-ings 
  This is a spot where members can post cool web sites 
they might know of that pertain to modeling or modeling 
subjects.  Please feel free to e-mail any that you’d like to 
list to Mike Howard (ohms_sec@yahoo.com).  
Including a brief description of what’s on the site would 
also be great. 

http://www.wwi-models.org/Images/Miller/render/ 
  For the WW I aircraft fans, here’s a link to some 
incredible computer generated fighters by Mark W. 
Miller.  The work just has to be seen to be believed 
(especially the Albatros D.V stuff !) 
 

http://www.ipms-earth.com/fs595b/index.htm 
  Here’s a great on-line modeling reference site.  An on-
line FS.595 color deck.  Of course colors will vary slightly 
based on computers, but it’s great for getting at least a 
general idea of what that never before seen F.S. color 
call out should look like. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IPMS/USA NEW MEMBER APPLICATION
IPMS#:

(Leave Blank)
  

Name: 
 

Address  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Signature (required by  
 
� Adult: $19 � Junior (17 years old or younger): $9 
� Trade Member: $19 � Canada & Mexico: $25 � Other Foreign: $25 
� Family (Adult dues plus $5, one set of magazines, # of membership cards required:        ) 

� If recommended by an IPMS Member,  ________________  _____     
   list his/her name and member number:              (name)                 (IPMS #) 

 IPMS/USA  P.O. Box 2475 
Website:  www.ipmsusa.org  North Canton, OH 44720-2475 




